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“Memo prioritizing digital studentcard”






















Introduction
In 2020 student party SAM handed in an initiative for Tilburg University to research the possibility for an online student card. Tilburg University recently started with the ‘Untangle and Unburden’ project. A long term part of this project is to find an online solution for the Tilburg University student card. Whilst we are glad that Tilburg University acknowledges the need for an online student card, student party SAM wants to ask Tilburg University to prioritize finding an online solution for the TiU student card. This year students sometimes had to wait 6 weeks to receive their student card. This led to many inconveniences and unnecessary problems for staff and students. We have listed a couple of important reasons why we believe that finding an online solution for the SiU student card should have more priority. 

Sustainable Campus
Next to the earlier mentioned reason, there is another reason to be found in the Strategic plan of Tilburg University. Tilburg University is striving to create a sustainable campus and reduce the use of fossil fuels.[footnoteRef:0] Introducing an online solution to the TiU student card could reduce the use of these fuels and plastics. Especially when someone loses his/hers student cards, or the current models become outdated.  [0:  Weaving Minds & Characters, p. 54] 


Next to that, having an online student card creates a lot of convenience for students. This day and age no-one forgets their phone so students will always have their student card at hand. Whilst it is the responsibility of students to carry their student card with them, it will be a helpful step in decreasing inconveniences for students and employees of not having your student card with you. 

Waiting time
This year there was a long waiting time for their student card. This due to unforeseen problems with the supplier of the student cards. This caused a lot of inconveniences, not only for students but also for the staff in the Library and Help Desk. Because of this, we would prefer that an online solution for the student card exists before the peak at the start of the next academic year. Because the current ‘Unburden and Untangle’ timeline suggests that this will not be the case.

Conclusion
Ofcourse, we understand that this may take away time and resources from other processes. But we believe that having a solution before the start of the next academic year would increase the impact of the online student card. 
This of course also helps with preventing the use of extra fossil fuels and natural resources. 
Thanks for taking this memo into consideration.
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