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A Message From The Board!
Dear readers,
Thank you for reading The Sammie External! In this
issue, we will be sharing a lot of current initiatives and
discussions the board is having with the Executive
Board.
We would also like to wish you a Merry Christmas and
a happy new year!
We hope you enjoy reading!
Board Zegers

From left to right: Veerle Meijs, Harm Weren, Noortje Zegers, Charlotte
Hüser, Rein Vervoort, Jochem Klaassen, Tessa Chambon.

Meet The Board!
Veerle Meijs

Meet Veerle! Veerle is from Brabant and is fulfilling the
part-time position of Secretary this year at Party SAM.
She is a fourth-year psychology student, majoring in
Economic Psychology and minoring in Social
Psychology. After finishing her bachelor's degree, she
would like to follow a master's in Economic
Psychology. Her qualities lie in her enthusiasm and the
abundance of energy she has, which she puts into her
work for party SAM. Just like Rein and Harm, Veerle is
a veteran SAM member. She has been active for three
years already and has been a candidate for two years
in a row! For her board year, Veerle would like to
experience a fun and social year, where she could still
give her input to improve the university further.

Veerle Meijs, Secretary 2021-2022
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Examination During Covid-19

Memo To Reduce The BSA

The COVID-19 pandemic is still not coming to an end. The
infection rates have gone up again. SAM understands that
some students are anxious about taking physical exams
because of the current infection rates. Therefore, SAM and
party Front addressed this topic in a letter to the Executive
Board and brought this to attention during the university
council. The Executive Board answered that they are indeed
looking into the possibilities and are talking to the
Examination Board about this. Together, the Executive Board
and Examination Board want to determine the best option
for students. Whether this will be the offer of a third
examination opportunity or something else is not clear yet.
The Executive Board wants to announce the progress of this
before Christmas.

Party SAM has handed in a memo. In this memo, a
suggestion is made that the BSA should be reduced again.
Binding study advice (BSA) is a decision made by the
university regarding the progress of your study program.
Each student will receive study advice at the end of the first
academic year. This advice is positive if the student obtains
enough credits, but the advice is negative when a student
does not get the determined amount of credits. This means
that the student has to quit their study program. Last year,
the BSA was lowered due to the pandemic and its impact on
students and education. But the pandemic is still not over,
and SAM believes students' mental health is of the utmost
importance. The board proposed lowering the BSA from 42
ECTS to 30 ECTS or making the BSA non-binding (advisory)
for every study program at Tilburg University. We asked the
Executive Board to respond to our memo before March 1st.
Therefore, SAM hopes that a reduction of the BSA lifts stress
off the shoulders of some students.

Initiatives

Strategy Plan

Lunch Lectures

The University Council is pleased that the 2022-2027
Strategy has been approved. It identifies the theme of
digitalisation as an essential direction towards the future. In
the future, the university wants to position itself as an
important academic player when it comes to the effects of
digitalisation within society and the social challenges this
entails.
In addition, interdisciplinary will receive more attention in the
design of education. A "mobility window" with three variants:
an international experience, an internship or a minor within
the bachelor programs should ensure that students can
further develop themselves beyond the regular curriculum.
In the coming years, Tilburg University's education
organisation will also remain a point of discussion. The term
"blended learning" is often mentioned. A good balance will be
sought between physical encounters on campus and digital
opportunities where these are valuable. Various pilots are
currently running to improve video in education and make it
ready for the future.

Party SAM is pleased with the response of the Executive
Board on the initiative SAM handed in last university council.
The Executive Board announced that they approved the
initiative regarding the possibility of study associations
organising lunch lectures on campus. The approval of SAM's
initiative will enable specific university halls and rooms for
beneficial events to the students and their labour market
orientation. The university will start implementing phase 1,
which will serve as a pilot. During this pilot, the study
association Asset will be the first to start this initiative. SAM
wishes Asset success with the organisation and hopes its
members and students are excited about the coming events.
SAM hopes for a good continuation of this process, hopefully
enabling the same possibilities for other associations shortly.
Both student party SAM and the Executive Board are excited
to see this plan implemented. Lastly, SAM would like to thank
Asset | Econometrics for setting up this initiative together.

Master Specialization
Student Party Front handed in an initiative on master
specialisation. They proposed giving students more
recognition when they decide to take courses outside their
curriculum during their master’s degree. To realise this, the
university should facilitate and recognise “course bundles”,; a
collection of existing courses that fall within the same
program. Front also proposed that these specialisations are
stated on the diploma, in addition to the original master’s
degree.

Budget
The budget associated with the plans for the strategy and
the headlines of the funding for 2022 has been approved by
all parties. Within this, some budget requests have been
submitted to cover the transition time between the current
strategic plan and the new strategic plan. These include
ongoing pilots around digitalisation and, for example,
increasing the capacity within the examination board.
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Start Pilot Menstrual Products
This year, an initiative handed in by the 26th board of SAM
was realised. A cabinet will be placed in the gender-neutral
toilet in CUBE from this week. This cabinet will contain free
menstrual products for those who need them. Research
shows that 1 in 10 Dutch females do not always have the
money to buy menstrual products. This is known as Period
Poverty, and it is proven to also be a problem among
students. The products placed in this cabinet will not be for
those who experience Period Poverty but also for those who
unexpectedly need a product. SAM hopes that a more
pleasant learning environment can be ensured by providing
free access to menstrual hygiene products for those who
need them.

Struggling? Or do you have ideas for
the university?
Are you running into something at university? Or do you
have an idea to make the student life at Tilburg University
better? Let us know about it! We would love to know what
you're running into and what we can do about it. You can
share this by sending an email to info@fractiesam.nl or hit us
up via Instagram. We look forward to your message!

Calendar
In this calendar, you will be able to see the upcoming events
Student Party Sam will be part of.

Thank you for reading this issue of The
Sammie External!

