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Party SAM presented a memo about digital exchange programs. This entails online access to courses given by partner 

universities. Such a virtual exchange is regarded as attractive and approachable option for students and may serve as 

appetizer for physical mobility. The university strengthens its international partnerships through this educational 

collaboration.  

The Executive Board values international mobility of staff and students, be it physical, virtual or blended (short physical 

mobility combined with online classes). It agrees with the mentioned benefits of virtual mobility.  

 

Response 

We aim to further innovate and expand options for international mobility primarily through participation in ENGAGE. This 

includes virtual and blended mobility, in line with SAM’s memo about digital exchange programs. Stakeholders (students 

and staff) will be involved in the development of these activities.  

 

Next to ENGAGE, blended mobility may also become part of bilateral partnerships within Europe, since Erasmus Plus 

2021-2027 will fund this type of mobility.  

 

To discuss this response. 
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MEMO  

 

 

To: University Council   

From: Executive Board  

Date: 16 April, 2020  

Subject: Response to memo SAM on digital exchange programs  

Phone: 2819    

 

 

Introduction 

Party SAM presented a memo about digital exchange programs. This entails online access to courses 

given by partner universities. Such a virtual exchange is regarded as attractive and approachable 

option for students and may serve as appetizer for physical mobility. The university strengthens its 

international partnerships through this educational collaboration.  

 

The Executive Board values international mobility of staff and students, be it physical, virtual or 

blended (short physical mobility combined with online classes). It agrees with the mentioned benefits of 

virtual mobility.  

 

Response 

We aim to further innovate and expand options for international mobility primarily through participation 

in ENGAGE. This includes virtual and blended mobility, in line with SAM’s memo about digital 

exchange programs. Stakeholders (students and staff) will be involved in the development of these 

activities.  

 

Next to ENGAGE, blended mobility may also become part of bilateral partnerships within Europe, since 

Erasmus Plus 2021-2027 will fund this type of mobility.  
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Memo on Digital Exchange 
Taking Interdisciplinarity International 

Summary 
Students party SAM asks the Executive Board to investigate the possibility of a digital exchange 
network inspired by the Virtual Exchange Programme. There are several benefits to such a 
network, ranging from unique possibilities for the students at Tilburg University to strengthening 
our bonds with other Universities which could lead to more cooperation in the field of research 
together with these universities. We would like to see students involved in the process and 
Student party SAM offers to help in the development of the programme. Already early in the 
process the university should work together with the possible partner universities. We ask the 
support of the other parties in the university council for this initiative. 
 
Introduction 
We now live in a world where we can access information from around the world with the 
convenience of one click on your computer. However, if you want to acquire knowledge at 
another university abroad, the only option is still an exchange of at least half a year. While 
different universities around the globe have so much to offer. Wouldn’t it be great if besides the 
normal exchange option, you could also follow an extra course at the Université Toulouse 
Capitole, and one elective course at the London School of Economics and Political Science, 
while you finish your minor here at Tilburg University. This is why Student Party SAM proposes 
a Digital exchange programme. This will fit great in the European University project. 
 
Virtual Exchange Programme TU Delft & Leiden 
Currently the Delft University of Technology and Leiden University are working on a project like 
this called the VEP (Virtual Exchange Programme). “The Virtual Exchange Programme gives 
you the opportunity to take online, for-credit courses from international world-class institutions, 
while enrolled full-time in residence at your home university. Recognizing that ideas transcend 
nations and that international immersion is essential, this Programme enables you to join a 
global community of learning and to earn course credits through this exchange.” (TU Delft, z.d.) 
We want a program with the same structure, with universities that are interesting for Tilburg 
University. 
 
Benefits 

● Taking interdisciplinarity to the next level 
Interdisciplinary has been a big topic in the past few years. It is generally accepted that 
taking interdisciplinary courses delivers a unique broad educated “T-shaped” student. 
With lots of lectures recorded at many universities you can take this interdisciplinarity to 
an international level. Students can now take a course from that one leading professor in 
the field, even if the professor is at another university. 
 

● Strengthening our bonds with international partner universities 
By working together closely with other universities on a digital exchange programme, 
Tilburg University will get close bonds with these universities. This will strengthen our 
bonds with already existing exchange partners. This also opens windows for more 
collaboration in the research field and more exchange of knowledge. Besides those 
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benefits, it is being stimulated by the government to form strategic 
alliances as a university. 
 

● A unique selling point to possible students 
This programme is a strong selling point for possible new students at Tilburg University. 
We expect a lot of potential students will get excited if they hear you can follow extra 
courses at multiple other renowned universities. Especially ambitious students will be 
enthousiast about this, leading to the inflow of talent at Tilburg University. 
 

● Inclusivity 
For some students, sadly, a normal exchange is not an option. This is for a variety of 
reasons, such as finances or illness. This would be a great opportunity to also give these 
students a taste of an exchange. This creates more equal opportunities and a more 
inclusive university. 
 

● Sustainability 
With the option of a digital exchange there is no need to travel to other universities to 
follow courses anymore. This will lead to less traffic and thus less emission of carbon. 
 

● Getting people enthousiast for a real exchange 
If students can already follow some courses in their first two years, they could get 
enthousiast for a real exchange, since going on an exchange sometimes feels like a 
deep dive. They could also already experience education in different countries and thus 
make their exchange destination an easier choice. 

 
How it could be 
Contribution of the universities 
We propose a network with high ranking universities around Europe. All these universities 
should offer some courses online to this network. This can be a course in a field where they are 
famous for. For instance: Tilburg University could offer a course on behavioral economics since 
both our psychology and economics department are strong. Every University should offer 
around three courses to the network. These Universities can self decide how many ECTS such 
a course would be worth and at which date and time the exams will be taken. 
 
Possible partner universities 
We think this fits great in the European University initiative. We think this idea should be 
implemented in this initiative and these are good partner universities to start. We want to show 
the support of the students for the European University by this memo. 
 
For the students 
Students at our university should be able to register online for the various courses offered by the 
partner universities. These courses can be an extra besides the normal curriculum, or some can 
be as an elective course and count within the curriculum. The courses should be mentioned on 
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the diploma of the student. Mentioning the the amount of ECTS and at which 
university the course was followed. How a course will look like exactly is up to the hosting 
university. But normal lectures, assignments and exams should all be a possibility. How the 
exams are taken must be discussed between the different universities. When possible it can be 
a digital exam at the same time as the original exam of the hosting university. If a digital exam is 
not possible, there should be a regular examination room and the exams can be scanned and 
sent to the hosting university. All this will offer a unique possibility to those students 
participating. 
 
The next steps 
Student party SAM understands this project can’t be realized in the short term, since multiple 
big parties are involved. Nevertheless, we propose to try to speed up the project and that 
students will be involved in the European University initiative as soon as possible. Student party 
SAM likes to help in the process of getting this project to become a success! 
 
What we want 
Students party SAM asks the Executive Board to investigate the possibility of a digital exchange 
network inspired by the Virtual Exchange Programme. We think this fits great in the European 
University initiative. We want to be part of this working group to stay involved with the 
development of such an initiative, and help to give the view of the students in this initiative. We 
ask the support of the other parties in the university council. 
 
References 
TU Delft. (z.d.). Partners. Geraadpleegd op 21 januari 2020, van 

https://www.tudelft.nl/en/student/education/virtual-exchange/partners/ 

 

Student Party SAM | Warandelaan 2, E.206 | www.fractiesam.nl | 013 466 2075 
 

https://www.tudelft.nl/en/student/education/virtual-exchange/partners/
http://www.fractiesam.nl/

