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Student party SAM would like to submit an initiative proposal in regards to the crowdedness at the 

workplaces at Tilburg University during the examination period. Recently, we have received 

complaints from several students about this and as a result of these complaints we would like to 

look, together with the university, at possibilities to make things better for students. We also had 

contact with our colleagues from Erasmus University Rotterdam. Through them we came up with a 

number of ideas that were incorporated further into the initiative.  

Tilburg University has the highest student workspace ratio compared to other universities in the 

Netherlands. Nevertheless, many students, especially during the examination periods, experience a 

lack of workplaces. Recently this was so bad that in the morning there was a row from the university 

library to building K. 

In recent times, this crowdedness has been exacerbated by the growth of the university. It has 

recently emerged that the number of students has grown much faster than expected. They have 

grown with 929 more students than expected. 

We notice that many students are also not aware of all the workstations that the university offers 

and it is difficult to estimate where there are available workstations at any given time. 

We are aware that the university is currently developing an initiative to map out how many 

workplaces are occupied in each building and how many are still available. Student party SAM is very 

pleased with this initiative and we would also like to be further involved in this process. However, 

until this app is developed and implemented, the problem will persist for the foreseeable future. For 

these reasons, we would like to propose as a temporary solution that the university hire student 

employees who, recognisable by a blue vest, can point students to available places. They will walk 

around the campus in busy places and help and refer students. This will ensure that the university's 

workspaces are used to the maximum and more students can find a workspace. This will also reduce 

student dissatisfaction during the examination period.  

We also believe that the available workstations can be used better during the busy examination 

periods. Currently, only building M and the University Library are open on weekends during these 

periods. However, this supply does not meet the demand of students for workstations at the 

university during this period.  

We propose to open the CUBE on weekends during these busy examination periods, so that students 

can use all the workstations here. This will provide an additional 345 workstations and 480 digital 

test workstations. Compared to the current number of workstations in this period, this will result in 

an increase of more than 85%.   

We propose that both the extra support staff with the recognizable jackets and the extended 

opening hours of the CUBE be carried out in the first instance during the examination periods of the 

studies that work in semesters. If this suits us well, we can later look for a possible extension to the 

examination periods of the studies that work in blocks. We would like to see this happen from two 

weeks before the first exams start until the exams are finished. These two weeks before the exams 

start are very important, as students will then prepare for their exams and the crowd will start.  

It is also very important that the staff members who are going to walk around campus with 

recognizable jackets to refer people to available workplaces, first get a good overview of all the 

workplaces that the university has at its disposal. Student party SAM, together with the university, 

would like to re-evaluate the workplaces so that we have an up-to-date picture of them.  

 



It also remains a major problem that students sometimes leave their workstations for hours, while 

leaving their belongings here. As a result, the workplace is not used by anyone during this time, even 

though there is a great demand for a workplace. To make optimal use of the workstations, we 

suggest that we could possibly use the so-called 'share cards'. On these cards a student can write at 

what time he or she will return from for example a lecture and he or she can just leave his or her 

belongings at the workplace. In the meantime, someone else can use the workstation and when he 

or she returns from his or her lecture or the like, he or she will simply get his or her place back. This 

way, all workstations can be used optimally at any time.  

A very important feature of this initiative is that it can be implemented instantly. All of the 

components are available. The only thing that is needed is that the board realizes the importance of 

tackling this problem before it grows out of hand. With the prospected growth of the university and 

the strain that it will cause for its facilities, it is important to tackle problems like this in an early 

stage. 

We ask the Executive Board for the following: 

- People in the examination periods (possibly students) to walk around with recognizable jackets at 

the university to refer students to workplaces available at that moment.  

- Opening CUBE on weekends during the examination periods, so that more workstations will 

become available that will meet the demand of students.  

- Consider the share cards as a solution to the problem that people leave their workplace but occupy 

it.  

- Together with student party SAM, to discuss other solutions to this problem at the workstations at 

the university. 


