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Introduction 
  
 

Dear fellow students, 

 

Before you lies the election program of SAM for the academic year 2020-2021. Here we will introduce what our 

student party will achieve for you next year. The program is divided into several sections, so you get a good 

overview of our ideas. 

First, we have an introduction about SAM and what we have already achieved for you. Matters such as paperless 

is more, the Olympia sports bar and the possibility for internships within the curriculum. Then you can get to 

know our candidates. This is a group of nine highly motivated ambitious students. They are a good reflection of 

the Tilburg student life, with students from different faculties and backgrounds. Make sure to look at their 

statements to see what they want to achieve for you next year! 

We will then introduce you to the rest of the list. A group of in total 30 ambitious students, as SAM is there for 

the ambitious student. Ambition is not only doing a board year and getting high grades. Ambition is also going 

on an exchange, doing committee work, or taking part in the honors academy. Through this big group of people, 

we will represent ALL students of Tilburg University. 

Lastly, you can read our ideas for next year. Every idea is under one of our pillars: Quality of Education, Labor 

Market, Student Facilities and Extracurricular Activities. There is also plenty of attention for the wellbeing of 

students and internationalization. 

We want to make sure YOU have the best time at Tilburg University through all these various ideas. Help our 

candidates realize all these amazing ideas next year by giving them your vote! 

A vote for SAM is a vote for ALL students, and we will keep representing all of you in the years to come, as we 

did in the past 25 years. We believe in the power of the students, because student affairs matter! 

 

On behalf of Student Party SAM, 

Gijs Reukers 

Chairman Student Party SAM 2019-2020 
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This is SAM  

 

 

Student Party SAM represents all students of Tilburg University within the University Council. We have been 
your voice in our university for 25 years! We are passionate about education and the development of students. 
We are proactive and a trustworthy partner. SAM operates under the vision that students are ambitious and 
should receive the opportunity to develop themselves, both within and outside of their curriculum. 
For Dutch students as well as for international students, for those who live at their parents’ home or on their 
own: SAM raises its voice for you. We try to make your time as a student as good as possible by focusing on 
our four pillars: 
 

 

Quality of Education   

SAM believes education should be the core tasks of a university and we therefore strive to improve the 

quality of education of Tilburg University. We believe that this can be done by working towards excellent 

teachers, improved quality of diplomas, improvement of the digital study environment, offering more 

soft-skill courses and stimulating innovation of education. 

 

Labor Market Orientation 

SAM strongly believes that all students should be well-prepared for their future job. Education should 

therefore connect well to the requirements of the labor market and students should have the 

opportunity to gain relevant work experience, without study delay. SAM has submitted several 

initiatives in order to achieve these goals. We have made sure that almost all students can do an 

internship without any study delay, or can do an internship in the summer. We have also made sure 

to include more soft skills in the curriculum. However, we still see a lot of improvement that can be 

made in this pillar and we will keep on striving for it.  

 

 

Student Facilities  

SAM provides the university with ideas or new or improved student facilities. We believe that facilities, 

such as study facilities, sport facilities and facilities for student-wellbeing are the backbone for enabling 

students to fulfill their ambitions. During the last couple of years, we have been actively critical about 

the growth plan of the university, took care of logistical problems- such as enough workspaces- and 

have been lobbying for better housing opportunities for all students. We strive to make our university 

accessible for every student; we handed in initiatives about student-wellbeing and created awareness 

for mental health issues among students. Overall, we help the university to optimize their student 

facilities in such a way that every student can successfully study without hindrance.  
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Extracurricular Development 

SAM not only stands for improving your bachelor or master program, but we also want to 

provide you opportunities for development outside of the usual lecture halls because it is a 

great advance to have obtained knowledge about certain soft-skills. We ensure that students are valued 

for activities besides their study and that there is enough time and space for them to participate in 

these activities. That is why we lobby for paying per course in a board year or doing a board year 

without having to paying your tuition fee. We also handed in initiatives for a Computer Science Center 

with programming courses and an honors academy that is available for all students, no matter what 

your average grade is.  

 

 

SAM Achievements 
 

Internships within the curriculum  

 

Not obliged to hand in assignments on paper anymore  

 

Sounding board for students with a disability 

 

Housing Symposium with TiU and Tilburg Gemeente 

 

Olympia Sportsbar  

Lecture Free weeks before Exams  

 

Student Wellbeing taskforce & more awareness for mental health  

 

Computer Science Center 

More workspaces  
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Get to know our candidates! 

 

’ 

’’High quality of education no matter what the 

circumstances are’’                          

                                     CIS – member of FLOW  

#2 VERONIQUE COENEN 

’’All students should be able to do an internship 

within their curriculum for a reasonable amount of 

study points’’                               

                                                Dutch Law  

We are extremely proud to introduce to you 

our candidates for the University Council 

Election of 2020-2021. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

#1 LISA WINTJES  
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#3 WILLIAM HARRIS DUKE 

’’Sufficiently facilitate students to be able to 

exercise and participate in sports activities’’                                

                     LAS – member of FOSST & Gepidae 

#4 WOUTER JANSEN 

’’All study programs should fit the requirements of 

the labor market’’  

  Public Governance – member of TSC St. OLOF 
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#5 FREDERIQUE TOPS 

’’Continue to improve the resources for student 

wellbeing’                               

  Business Economics – member of TSV Plato 

#6 VEERLE MEIJS 

’’The university should increase its sustainability’’                                

                 Psychology – member of TSV Plato 
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#7 MELINDA BALKAY  

’’Create a welcoming environment for both Dutch 

and International students’’                               

                                                       GMSI 

#8 SAMMY VERPOORT 

’’Great education starts with great teachers’’                               

                Tax Economics – member of JOVD 
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#9 JUUL VAN OLPHEN 

’’Improve the quality of education by digital 

lectures and tools’’    

                                          Psychology  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

List pushers 2020-2021 
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   VOTE SAM!  
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Digitalization  

Workshops for teachers regarding digitalization                                                                          
In order to guarantee a high-quality level of education, SAM emphasizes the importance of teachers having a 
sufficient amount of knowledge regarding digital resources. For instance, exploring possibilities with teachers to 
correct papers digitally more often. Providing lecturers with workshops on how to use the digital environment 
properly could facilitate and boost the overall digitalization of the university.  
 

Digital examination                                                                                                                       
Currently, multiple-choice exams are primarily taken on sheets of paper. This method of examination is not in-
line with the aim of the university to be a more sustainable organization. Additionally, it is more time-
consuming for students to correct incidental mistakes when an exam is on paper than when using a digital 
alternative. Hence, SAM is convinced that more examinations should be virtually in the (near) future.  
 
More recorded lectures and knowledge clips                                                                            
SAM strongly believes that lectures should be recorded at all times and should be available for all students. 
Besides this, the university should invest more in so-called ‘knowledge’ clips. These short clips explain and help 
understand a complex topic, which might not have been explained in full-depth during lectures due to the time-
constraints. This way, students with overlapping topics are not disadvantaged and it aids students to practice 
complex topics in a more convenient fashion. 
 
See your exams online                                                                                                                      
Students should get the opportunity to check the answers they have filled in on their exams online. In the 
current situation, students have to visit the university at a specific time, on a certain date in order to do so. 
This is not very convenient and it happens regularly that not every student is available at the specific dates 
and times. SAM attaches weight to the idea that students should get the chance to check their answers 
without being restricted by a very specific, time-bound moment. 
 

 

Teachers 

Improve the level of English of teachers                                                                        
Tilburg University strives to make the university an international environment. In order for every student to 
receive education of high quality, lecturers and teachers should have sufficient knowledge of the English 
language. Now, a CEFR-level of C2 is required to teach at Tilburg University. Yet, SAM often receives complaints 
stating that there are still plenty of lecturers who are hard to understand for both Dutch and international 
students. Therefore, we are convinced that the university should invest more in improving the teacher’s mastery 
of the English language. 
 

Quality of Education 
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A sufficient amount of qualified teachers                                                                                
The quality of teachers is a significant aspect of our pillar ‘quality of education’. With the rapid growth of the 
university over the past couple of years, it is of significant value to keep investing in qualified, adequate teachers. 
Since small-scale education is an import condition for high quality educational services, SAM encourages the 
university to attract one suitable teacher per 40 students. This way, we as SAM strive to improve the student/staff 
ratio and thus strive to guarantee education of a sufficient quality.  
 

Peer reviewing                                                                                                                                 
In order to keep the quality of education at Tilburg University at a high level, it is of great significance to have 
qualified teachers. Via peer reviewing, lecturers can give each other feedback and thus point out specific areas 
in a teach-method, which might need improvement. Through stimulating peer reviewing, SAM emphasizes the 
importance of monitoring the quality of teachers since we believe that students should receive proper lectures 
at all times.    
                                                                                                                

Work pressure amongst teachers                                                                                                   
Due to a current shortage of suitable teachers, work pressure for those standing in front of the lectures in 
increasing rapidly. SAM stimulates the university to lower the pressure that rests upon the shoulder of the 
teachers by actively attracting new educators. As a result, all lecturers will be able to fulfill their job in a better 
fashion. 
 
 

Innovation and appreciation  
 
Paperless is more                                                                                                                             
In the current situation, students are not obliged to turn in their essays on paper in order to boost sustainability 
on the campus. Yet, teachers regularly experience trouble when checking papers digitally. In order to help these 
teachers accordingly, SAM strives for informative workshops to help lecturers check essays more conveniently 
on their computer. 
 
No lectures and exams in the evening                                                                                                              
It has been proven in academic research that students experience more difficulty when it comes to focusing in 
the evening. According to SAM, students should not experience a disadvantage in either lectures or exams. 
Therefore, the university should strive to host no lectures and exams in the evening hours. 
 
Appreciation for education                                                                                                              
One of the most impactful tasks of the university is to assure and maintain a high quality of education. One 
way to achieve this is to reward excellent teachers. SAM supports this believe and facilitates this through 
events such as the Night of the Profs. Education should always receive enough appreciation, which is why SAM 
will continue to come up with new ways to ensure this. 
 
 

Examination  
 

Free week before the exams                                                                                                           
Students should be able to prepare sufficiently for all of their exams. Currently, it is not always possible for the 
university to create an exam schedule that fits the needs of every student properly. This does not only cause 
stress amongst students, but it can also discourage their learning process. Hence, SAM strives to make sure that 
Tilburg University ensures every student a lecture-free week before the exams, so everyone has the time to 
study in an efficient manner. 
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Exam results in 10 working days  
It is great for a student to know as soon as possible after taking an exam whether they have passed the test 

or have to redo the examination. This way, students will experience less stress when they need to take a resit 
since they will have more time to study and prepare. To achieve this, SAM encourages the university to grade 

all exams, and return them, within 10 working days. 
 

Wider variety of different types of examinations                                                                                          
In order to keep the quality of education at a high level, exams should test students in the most-fitting way 
possible. Therefore, SAM believes that there must be a wider variety of different types of examination. For 
instance, students should have the ability to take digital exams.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Practical experience  
 
 
Linking education to practice 
Time has shown us that business sectors develop at a rapid pace, a pace that educational institutions cannot 
always keep up with. Student party SAM believes that the education programs at our university should be 
updated more regularly and in more accordance with the developments in the labor market. This can be achieved 
if the university monitors previously mentioned developments in the business sector more closely in the future. 
 
The value of internships 
The time and effort that each student puts in to an internship should be rewarded by a corresponding, just 
amount of ECTS. By increasing the amount of ECTS that a student can potentially earn for an internship, results 
in this form of practical learning becoming a more attractive and appealing option for students who want to 
broaden their horizon.  
 
Assistance with finding an internship  
Finding the right internship can be a hard task for a student. SAM wants to stimulate the university to help 
students more actively with finding a fitting internship, which corresponds correctly with the curriculum of the 
student. Additionally, SAM wants to help study associations get in touch more easily with local companies that 
could use a suitable intern.  
 
Relevancy master programs 
SAM is convinced that every form of education offered at the university should fit the desired requirements of 
the labor market. The university should regularly check if the offered master programs still fit these requirements 
and should accordingly make adjustments when these are deemed necessary. 

Labor Market  
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Labor Market orientation  
 

Improving Career portal services 
Choosing the right career path when you have completed your bachelor- or master program can be a challenging 
task for every student. SAM therefore recognizes the importance of the Career Portal services, but additionally 
wants to help improve the portal too. By improving the communication of the different services the platform 
provides and thereby increasing the visibility of Career Portal, every student will have the appropriate tools to 
take the next step after their studies. 
 
Utilizing the alumni network  
The ever-growing alumni network of the university can be a valuable source of knowledge for current students. 
SAM would like to see an increase in alumni activities on campus, since it is a great way for students to see the 
broad variety of opportunities the labor market holds for people with a similar educational background.  
 
Increasing the amount of guest lectures 
SAM strongly believes that guest lectures are of significant importance to show students their potential fields of 
work in the near future, which as a result might obtain their interest. By inviting guest lecturers from a wide 
variety of different organizations and backgrounds, students are able to learn more easily about, and get in-
touch with, the different opportunities that the labor market holds for them. These lectures can help the students 
immensely in their choice of a master’s program or internship and thus future career path.  
 

Transparency about job opportunities  
Before a student can make a well-thought out decision on their future master program and subsequently their 
career, the student should have an overview as broad as possible of the many options available. SAM often 
hears from students that they still do not clearly know what their options are, despite having done serious 
research. Improving the communication about different master programs and job opportunities even further will 
be beneficial to all students. 
 
 
 

 
 

Skills 
 

Soft skills 
SAM attaches weight to the fact that every student should get the opportunity to develop his or her soft skills at 
the university. Hence, our student party want to introduce a so-called voucher system, which is similar to that 
of the language center. This system allows students to take classes in a broad range of subjects such as debating, 
presenting and negotiating in order to improve the student’s personal skillset.  
 

Practical tutorials 
Tutorials are the ideal moments for students to demonstrate and fine-tune the knowledge they have obtained 
in previous lectures. As SAM, we are firmly convinced that it is an extremely valuable experience for students to 
work on realistic and up-to-date case studies during the tutorials, because the practical application of previously 
acquired knowledge is a great preparation for the labor market.  
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Student Facilities    

 

 

 

 

 

Buildings & workplaces  
 
More places for work and relaxation 
SAM wants every student to be able to study, but also have the opportunity to relax, on the campus. A healthy 
balance between studying and relaxation is namely essential in order to enhance student well-being. This balance 
is achievable by providing more work- and lounge-spaces on our campus. For example, SAM is convinced that 
placing picnic tables behind building CUBE would be a feasible solution for more relax/study places outside.  
 
Use empty lecture halls as study rooms during exam periods 
SAM believes that lecture halls can be used more efficiently during exam periods. Especially, since our student 
numbers are still increasing rapidly each year. By transforming unused lecture halls into temporary study rooms, 
we can relieve pressure on our current facilities.  
 
Improve Web Room Booking 
We, as SAM, receive many complaints of students about the service ‘Web Room Booking’. With the current 
shortage of study places, we attach importance to the fact that it should be easy for students to make room 
reservations and that available workplaces are clearly visible. Therefore, SAM strives to improve the current Web 
Room Booking service.  
 
 
 

Guidance students  
 

Facilities and guidance for students with disabilities 
SAM aims to provide students with disabilities the chance to complete their studies successfully without 
unnecessary hindrance. Therefore, we continuously keep on striving for improving the guidance of students with 
disabilities so that a student can complete his studies as smoothly as possible without too many obstacles. SAM, 
for instance, pleads to make all buildings easily accessible for students with physical disabilities.  
 

Better visibility for student wellbeing facilities  
We have noticed that many existing student well-being facilities provided by the university - for instance 
specialized student psychologists and student deans – are not well known among students. Therefore, we want 
to increase the visibility of these facilities in such a way that students know better whom to approach when they 
face personal problems or have questions.  
 

Bigger capacity student desk  
SAM encourages students to seek help whenever they need it. However, with the continuing growth of students, 
the student desk is getting noticeably busier and at times overcrowded. Therefore, we aim to extend the opening 
hours of the student desk. In addition, SAM wants to look into digital solutions to improve the student desk.  
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Student Housing 
 
SAM is convinced that Tilburg University is obliged to be an adequate host for both Dutch and international 
students. Therefore, SAM believes that the university has to keep focusing on efforts to solve the current housing 
issues arising for students. We, as SAM, attach weight to rising awareness about the problem and push the 
variety of stakeholders involved to come up with solutions.  
 
A housing covenant  
SAM recently organized a symposium in collaboration with the University and the City Council primarily discussing 
the perceived housing issue. Our next step is to make sure there will be a signed covenant between the University 
and the City Council that stipulates the contribution of each party to potential solutions.  
 
More transparency about the housing issue to international students 
To avoid ending up back in a horrible situation similar to last year’s – foreign students had to sleep in tents 
because they could not find a (temporary) home- we want the university to be transparent about the current 
housing issues. In our opinion, students deserve the truth and the right to reconsider their choice to study in 
Tilburg under these circumstances.  
 
 

 

Sport facilities 

 

Expansion of the sports facilities  
SAM believes it is important that students have the opportunity to use proper sports facilities. Therefore, we 
want to ensure the quality of the sport facilities of the university. SAM for instance believes, that with the 
increasing number of students each year, the capacities of the sport facilities should grow accordingly to avoid 
overcrowdings and guarantee the possibility to practice any form of sport. This is not only applicable for the 
Sport Centre, and thus the individual student, but also the facilities necessary for team sports and sport-
associations.  
 

Monitoring crowdedness at the Sport Centre in real-time. 
There are many complaints about the crowdedness at the Sport Centre. SAM therefore wants to implement a 
system, which makes use of real-time monitoring. Real-time monitoring provides constant updates on how many 
people are attending the Sport Centre at that moment in time. This way, students can choose when to visit the 
Sport Centre more wisely and as a result, the flow of students visiting the sport center is distributed more evenly 
through the day.  
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Other Facilities  
 
 
Structural adjusting of office furniture of student associations  
This year, SAM requested the executive board to include the workplaces of the wide variety of student boards 
in the aim to facilitate healthy workplaces for all their employees. The executive board agreed on including these 
workplaces in their plan by structurally adjusting the office furniture every time a board of a study association 
or student party changes. We will closely monitor this by checking if this is executed properly by the university.   
 
Providing more sustainable and healthy food options  
The contract of the university caterer Sodexo will expire next year. This offers the opportunity to look for a more 
sustainable and healthier alternative caterer. According to SAM, the university should pay more attention to 
vegetarian and vegan options in the future.  
 
Digital Open days 
SAM believes it is crucial that students can get a good impression of our university before they make the choice 
to come and study here. However, many international students do not have the opportunity to visit to open days 
at Tilburg University. Considering the trend of internationalization at the university plus the availability of 
Computer Mediated Communication, SAM suggests introducing digital open days.  

 
More power sockets in lecture halls 
Since more and more students use laptops, tablets or other electronic devices to take notes during lectures, and 
since there are only a limited amount of power sockets present in each lecture hall, not everyone is able to 
charge their device properly. Student Party SAM wants to realize more power sockets across the whole campus 
to counter this problem.  
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Extracurricular Activities  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Facilitate extracurricular activities  

Tuition free board year 
Many board members are not able to study besides their board year but still need to pay the full tuition fee. For 
some students this is financially not an option and therefore cannot develop themselves by doing a board.  SAM 
wants to give every student the possibility to experience a board year and we therefore introduce the possibility 
of having a tuition free board year. 
 

More appreciation board year 
Tilburg University highly values extracurricular activities by its students. SAM therefore thinks that it would suit 
our university to grant their students in a form of appreciation. Like for example mentioning your board year in 
your bachelor/master certificate or the possibility to obtain a special board year certificate. 
 
No lectures in the evening 
SAM believes that every student should be able to develop themselves outside of their curriculum and since 
many activities take place in the evening, SAM aims to reduce and eventually abolish lectures after 18:30.  
 
 

Culture, Language & arts  

More options to develop yourself in arts and culture  
SAM thinks that there could be improvement in the variety of options for students who wants to develop 
themselves in arts and culture. Think for example of providing more creative courses like music courses, drawing 
courses and cultural courses like a Dutch culture course for interested international (and Dutch) students.  
 

Bigger capacity language center & more language courses 
SAM is very happy with our language voucher system because we want to give every student the opportunity 
to developing his or her linguistic skills. However, SAM believes that there are many ways left to improve the 
language center and how it operates. The given courses could be better in line with the needs of the respectable 
student for example. In addition, with the increasing numbers of students the language center should grow too 
in order to keep giving all students the opportunity to learn or improve a language whenever they want to.  

 
Stimulate students become politically aware  

Even though SAM understands that the university wants to remain politically neutral, we believe it is good to 
stimulate students to become politically aware. This by organizing debates hosted by political (youth) parties for 
example. Young people are less and less politically involved and as a University with the slogan Understanding 
Society, we believe that besides stimulating students to be socially aware, there is also a task to make students 
politically aware without pushing them into a specific direction.  
 



20 
 

Digital Exchange  
Students party SAM asked the Executive Board to investigate the possibility of a digital exchange network 
inspired by the Virtual Exchange Programme. It is great way to take interdisciplinary to an international level. In 
addition, for some students a normal exchange is not an option. A Digital Exchange would be a great opportunity 
to also give these students a taste of an exchange.  
 
 
 

Guidance & skills  
 
Leadership courses  
SAM wants the university to create special leadership courses that provide students with the opportunity to 
develop leadership and communication skills, time management techniques and to collaborate more effectively 
in teams. We believe these important skills prepare students for the challenges of the future.   
 
Better guidance regarding exchange 
SAM strives to make an exchange as pleasant as possible. We therefore aim to improve the communication with 
between the students and the exchange office. Besides that, we believe it could be very helpful for students to 
be able to seek contact with a peer student who already went to the same destination.  
 
 
 

VOTE SAM if… 
 You want the highest quality of education possible  

 You think that all students should have the opportunity to 

do an internship within their curriculum  

 You find it important that we create more awareness 

regarding student wellbeing  

 You think that the growth of our university should not harm 

the students in any way 

 You find it important that all students feel welcome in 

Tilburg  

 You think that every student should be represented in the 

university council                            

Vote 21, 22 & 23 April! 


