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Introduction
Dear fellow student,

Before you lies the election program of Student Party SAM for the academic year 2021 – 2022.
Here we will introduce what the upcoming party is going to achieve next year!

SAM has represented the interests of the ambitious students of Tilburg University for over 26
years. The power of Student Party SAM is that we are committed to ALL students. We believe
that the academic education at Tilburg University must be of high quality!

The quality of education is under a lot of pressure because of the restrictions by Covid-19.
Online lectures are a great alternative, and we have definitely made huge steps on
digitalization at a pace that we would have never expected. However, having all your
education online has an impact on your academic experience. Students miss the interaction
with teachers, and even more with each other. The same restrictions also put pressure on our
student facilities. For example, the study places at our university can only be used at a limited
capacity. The amount of jobs in the labor market is decreasing, which means that our
graduates need to work harder to have excellent knowledge and skills to get the jobs they
want. Finally, students should not be limited in their options to develop themselves personally
by doing extracurricular activities.

A vote for SAM is a vote for quality of education, student facilities, labor market orientation
and personal development. The new Student Party SAM will commit themselves to represent
the interest of every student, full of new energy. We will act upon our words, because student
affairs matter!

On behalf of Student Party SAM,

Veronique Coenen - Chairman of Student Party SAM 2020 – 2021

"Student Party SAM
ensures that all students
of Tilburg University can
fulfill their ambitions."
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We are SAM!
Student Party SAM represents all students of Tilburg
University in the University Council. We are the oldest
and largest student party in Tilburg. For over twenty-five
years our board members have been representing your
voice at the highest level of governance at the university.
SAM seeks to help the ambitious students of Tilburg
University to develop themselves and to live their best
student life. We strive for excellent education, great
access to the labor market, the finest facilities, and the
free space for your personal development outside the
curriculum. We are the voice for all students, both Dutch
and international students, and whether they live in
Tilburg or with their parents. While representing you, we
always keep our four pillars in mind, namely:

Quality of education
SAM believes that providing good quality education is the core
task of our university, therefore we will constantly monitor and
improve the quality of your education! We strive to help you by
working towards excellent teachers, who have the qualities to
help you achieve your potential. In summary our party needs
are as follows; an expansive digital learning environment, a
continuation of video lectures, alternative forms of testing and
we wholeheartedly promote interdisciplinary education.
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Student facilities
Student Party SAM strives to improve the Student Facilities at
Tilburg University every year. We believe that students can only
develop themselves if study facilities, sports facilities, and
wellbeing facilities are constantly improved. We have been
critical about the growth of the university over the years, we
have lobbied for extra workspaces and improved opening
hours for the library and we are constantly talking with the
municipality to improve student-housing facilities in Tilburg. We
constantly seek to make our university more accessible for all
students and therefore we handed in initiatives about studentwellbeing like a designated student general practitioner and
created awareness for mental health issues among students.

Labor market
SAM wants all students to be fully prepared for their next step
in life and to be well equipped for their future jobs. The
education offered at our university should therefore connect
with the constantly changing requirements of the labour
market. We believe that can be achieved by creating space for
internships in every curriculum, by improving the communication
about career orientation, by promoting and offering more
courses for soft skills, and by improving the guidance when
choosing a master’s program or internship.

Personal development
SAM not only stands for excellent education, but we also want
to provide all students the opportunity to develop themselves
outside the curriculum. We ensure that students are valued for
activities besides their study and that they that have enough
time and space for them to participate in these activities. That
is why we want to introduce paying per course in a board year
or doing a board year without having to worry about paying
your tuition fee. We already handed in an initiative on an
honour’s academy for every student, no matter what their
average grade is, and we also strongly advocate against
evening lectures.
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Achieved projects!
Designated Student General Practitioner

Wellbeing Day
Paperless = more, you are not obliged
to hand in assignments on paper

Lecture Free weeks before Exams
Olympia Sportsbar
Computer Science Center
Internships within the curriculum
Cooperation with the Municipality on
the Student Housing situation in Tilburg
Expanding opening hours Library
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Candidates!
#1 NOORTJE ZEGERS
"Facilitate the best resources
for our education, while
ensuring your personal
wellbeing is protected."

#2 JOCHEM KLAASSEN
"Increasing the value of your
diploma with the highest
quality of education."

#3 TESSA CHAMBON
"All students, both Dutch and
International, are to be
housed properly."
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Candidates!
#4 LOTTE DE JAGER
"The growth of the
university should not
hinder its students."

#5 CHARLOTTE HÜSER
"Creating more resources for
the wellbeing of all
students as a priority."

#6 HARM WEREN
"Efficient and innovative ways
of managing digitalization for
futureproof education."
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Candidates!
#7 VEERLE MEIJS
"A sustainable campus
for the next
student generations."

#8 ALEKSANDRA VD LINDEN
"Connect the content of the
courses to the demands
of the labor market ."

#9 DANNY ESTER
"All students need flexible
education to develop
themselves on a
personal level."
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List Pushers!

List Pushers!
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Quality of education
Digitalization
Hybrid education
We should take advantage of the digital society we live in. Providing students with forms of
hybrid education comes with a lot of benefits. Our aim is that the university will keep on
providing video colleges to students. Students will no longer have to choose between
overlapping colleges or to endure colleges in the evening. But online and hybrid education
offers more than just flexibility. It opens up possibilities for students to shape their learning
environment to their wishes. Being able to choose your own pace and to repeat colleges or
certain topics as many times as needed makes studying a whole lot easier. Next to this, we
want to motivate teachers to provide their students with "kennisclips" (summary clips) on
important topics. We have seen how much easier these clips can make understanding difficult
topics for students.

Hybrid exams
SAM believes that online and offline examination both need to be integrated. During this
pandemic, we noticed that online exams are not suitable in all instances. They come with
challenges, like the long time it takes the administration to get all information on irregularities
that happened during exams. This should be improved, but next to that, we recognize that for
some students, e.g., students with disabilities or who live far away from campus, online can be
the best way to take part in exams. We want to help the university with finding ways to
implement and improve hybrid options.

Computer skills for teachers
Regarding the plans for digitalization, SAM acknowledges that some teachers lack some
required computer skills. We want to enable these teachers to follow courses explaining the
basics of computer skills that are relevant to their teaching.

General
Pay-per-course
Tilburg University offers a wide variety of associations that contribute greatly to student life.
These associations all have boards that are willing to offer up a year of studying to help their
organizations and all their members. SAM believes that these students should not have to pay
their full tuition but should be able to pay per course that they are able to follow. This is also
relevant for students studying from abroad or students that are not able to follow the whole
program because of sickness.
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Bringing back the propaedeutic certification
SAM believes that the propaedeutic certification should be brought back. Education is
something that should be celebrated, and students should receive more recognition and
encouragement from the university for accomplishing this milestone. It is a way to motivate
students to stay on track to getting their ECTS.

Expanding PASS mentor program
SAM feels that the Program Academic Study Success (PASS) is not properly implemented at
every faculty. This program should be implemented at every school because it could be really
beneficial in guiding students through their start at Tilburg University and help them develop
useful study skills. Before expanding the obligation, PASS should gather input from students
since the program is relatively new and still under some development.

More collaboration between different studies
Case studies play a big role in getting a deeper and more useful knowledge of the study
material. To make them even more relevant and interesting, different bachelor programs should
work together on developing cross-discipline cases. We want to help the university with
organizing activities where these disciplines come together and shed light on certain themes
from different points of view.

Exam preparation
Often it is not clear what the exact material needs to be studied for an exam. Teachers should
publish this in the syllabus very clearly, early on in the course. Next to more clarity we think
more practice exams should be made available to students. Practice exams are the most
important way to study for an exam and SAM wants to see more practice material to improve
study results.

Weekend exams
During the pandemic, the university was forced to set exam dates during the weekends.
Student party SAM does not support this and already has advocated against measures like
these. We will continue advocating against weekend exams because we believe the weekend
is the perfect moment for a student to relax and students should not be obligated to cancel
plans or give up their free time.

Connecting bachelor- to master programs
SAM believes that there should be more focus in bachelor programs on the connection to
master programs. The content of courses should be adjusted more to the requirements of
relevant master programs. Besides that, students should receive more information on which
elective courses they need to take to obtain access to certain master programs. If students
prepare for this early on their bachelor's, they can prevent study delay.
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Exchange and minor subjects
SAM believes that going on an exchange is a valuable experience for students. The university
should encourage this more, and in this light, the process could be simplified to make this
option more attractive. More information on the courses at partner universities could be
helpful.
The same applies to the following minor subjects at other universities in the Netherlands. This is
an option that is technically possible, but hard to pursue. Other universities often have different
practices and there is little connection between courses at Tilburg University and other
universities. Tilburg University should improve collaboration with other universities in order to
make this transition smoother since studying at another university in the Netherlands for a
period of time could be a really interesting experience for students.
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Student facilities
Buildings
More study spaces
As our university keeps growing over the next years, more study spaces are needed. Being able
to work on campus is essential for everyone who lives in small or busy student housing and
study spaces on campus where students can work together, play an important role in
facilitating collaboration. Students like to work in a place where other students are also
studying.

Places to lunch/take breaks
There will be an increased demand for study spaces within the next years, but with that comes
the need for places to lunch and take breaks. The university should invest in more spaces that
are not just for work, but also to relax.

Modernized classrooms
Some classrooms are outdated and need updates, mostly because their seating spaces are
too small, do not fit laptops, or are just not ergonomically correct. The difference between
lecture halls is significant across different buildings. Working from home during the pandemic
has shown us that a healthy workplace is vital for good education.

Housing - more power with municipality
The housing problem is a problem that has existed for years. Internationals find it especially
hard to find suitable housing, as many student buildings are “Dutch-only”. SAM is convinced
that the university should play a much bigger role in solving this issue by addressing the say it
has within the collaboration with the municipality.

IT
Simpler application to our university
SAM hears from many students that the application process to a program at Tilburg University
is overly complicated and lengthy, this can lead to frustration and stress with prospective
students. The university should improve this process by sending out more confirmations in
earlier stages, so upcoming students know what to expect and which actions to take.
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Digital open days
Digitalization has become an even more important topic, but the university should not just limit
exploring its options to education. Digital open days are the perfect tool for upcoming
international students or students who live far away. This means that SAM thinks the university
could design an online space (by using programs that are already designed for online events
like this) where students can click on multiple rooms and get information.

Guidance
More guidance for first years, and a re-introduction
First-year students can feel overwhelmed by their sudden responsibilities and increased
workload. This may lead to dropouts in the first year, which are a waste of talent at Tilburg
University and costly to society as a whole. More guidance for first-year students could play an
important role in preventing this issue, by staying in closer contact with them and learn them to
manage time and workload.
As the world got hit by a pandemic and first years had very few opportunities to meet other
students, SAM wants the university to give them a new and proper introduction to the
university, its students, and the city in their second year.

Control on workload
Workload is not a problem that is just relevant to first-year students, high workload is an issue
that is known across all students. It plays a key role in students' wellbeing and should therefore
be controlled. SAM believes that teachers at the university should work together to manage
workload and have more information across subjects on assignments and deadlines.

More psychologists at every faculty
The importance of student wellbeing should not be underestimated by the university. SAM
believes that students need more than practical advice. Students should be able to get in
contact with mental health professionals for online consultations. Tilburg University should hire
more psychologists to shorten the waiting lists and allow for more consultations. These
psychologists should be in close contact with a general practitioner to make referrals to
professionals’ smoother.

Ombudsperson
Student party SAM wants all staff and students to feel at home at our university, our university
must be a safe place for everyone. SAM, therefore, wants to explore the options for an
ombudsperson at Tilburg University. This ombudsperson will be available to both students and
staff and can be contacted about problems ranging from sexual intimidation to physical
violence against employees or students. If this ombudsperson is not an option, we will
continually strive to make the campus safer for every student.
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More help desk staffs during online exams
During online exams, more staff should be available to help students with problems that occur.
This year during an exam period it has occurred that reports of fraud have been made because
students have been on the phone for too long. This is simply unacceptable and may never
happen again.

Sports
Stimulating sports
Physical health has proven to be more important than ever. The university offers quite a
competitive rate for its sports centre, but SAM wants the university to stimulate the sports
associations with more funds. This way, participating in sports becomes attainable for more
students. SAM also wants to expand the capacity of the sports centre to prevent
overcrowding.

Students with disabilities or mental health issues
The University has to improve the facilities for students with a disability. Students with a
disability should be able to move around campus more easily: accessibility should be improved
so these students can study without any obstacles. The university has to look at the possibilities
for easier accessible disabled toilets, college rooms, and their seats in the front. As mentioned
before, online colleges and examinations should always be available especially for these
students. Staff should be willing to help and support these students every step of the way.
There is also a big group of people with mental health issues studying at our university. SAM
wants to support all students and believes that these students should receive more guidance
during their study period.

International students
The university has to make sure that international students feel most welcome. It has to do so
by making sure everything on campus and educational level can be provided in English. We
also want to explore possibilities to support international students with their integration into
Dutch society, by helping them figure out some practical issues. This makes sure that
international students could get more out of their time in Tilburg.
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Labor market
Better guidance for choosing a master
Many students experience that they receive too little guidance in the process of choosing a
masters. This is because in their bachelor's programs there is too little emphasis on the
importance of a master's. It is often not clear what the Student Career Services can do for
them. Consequences of this can be that students are not or more difficult eligible for a master
in another direction because they have not followed a certain minor. Therefore, Student Party
SAM wants to push for clearer communication about the process of choosing a master's and
wants the Career Service to offer better guidance. Doing so, students can work towards their
master's choice in a goal-oriented way.

Internships
Better information about possible internships
An internship is one of the first moments where many students orient themselves on what they
are looking for in a future job. At the same time, an internship can be important for future
employers because of specific tasks and skills. At the moment, however, students find it unclear
at which organizations they can do an internship, and which internships fit their needs and
personal development. Therefore, Student Party SAM wants more and better information on
possible internships. SAM wants the university to communicate more regularly and clearly on
how students can orientate on an internship, and which (external) parties can help students
best, depending on their field of study and needs.

More space/ECTS available for internships
For many students, doing an internship is a way to gain work experience in their field of study,
to orientate on his/her future, or to gain skills that may be valuable in his/her career.
Internships are seen by employers as a valuable addition to an education. Currently, the
bachelor's programs set aside 6 to 12 credits for internships. In practice, however, it turns out
that (1) some bachelor programs do not allow for an internship or (2) students spend much
more time on their internship than the appropriate number of credits. As a result, they often
have difficulty doing a full-fledged internship and passing all their courses or cannot do a fullfledged internship. The consequences are that students choose not to do an internship after all
or that they delay their studies. Therefore, Student Party SAM wants the bachelor programs to
offer more space for an internship, namely 30 ECTS. In this way our party makes sure that
students can do a full-fledged internship and do not delay their studies.
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Better guidance during internships
Currently, students feel they receive too little guidance in their search for an internship and
during their internship. Guidance during the internship is important because students can
express possible problems and feedback in the meantime. Therefore, Student Party SAM wants
to push for better and more active internship guidance from the university. The university could
play a role in this by informing students on better possible internships and by actively guiding
students. In addition, more active internship guidance leads to a better reflection on
internships and more opportunities to give feedback.

Research Internships
A research internship is an internship where students can gain experience in (actively)
conducting scientific research, where they can improve their academic skills. Group SAM thinks
it is important that students who aspire to a future in science can find out if this suits them in
practice and can gain work experience in this. Not only does this enable students to orientate
better on their future, but a research internship can also be of added value for admission to a
(research) master's program. Therefore, Student Party SAM wants to give all students the
opportunity to do a research internship at the university.

Adapting studies to current events
It is important that the content of a study fits with what is happening in society and with the
demands of the labor market. Therefore, Student Party SAM strives for the university to
regularly evaluate whether the content of a study program is in line with social developments
and the knowledge and skills that the labor market requires from students. This connection
could also be improved by giving more guest lectures. By offering more guest lectures, students
(1) get a better idea of the possibilities on the labor market and the corresponding future
paths, and (2) there are more opportunities to acquire specialist knowledge.

Collaboration between faculties and the labor market
Networking is very important nowadays for finding a job. This starts not only with students but
also with the Career Service Officer(s) of each faculty. For instance, the Tilburg School of
Economics and Management (TiSEM) has cooperation with Philips, whereby students can be
approached by Philips for a position. Cooperation with companies through workshops, guest
lectures, and vacancies on the career portal will lead to better job orientation. Student Party
SAM aims for all faculties to cooperate more and better with the business community.

Reform the Career Portal
Through the Career Portal, students can find internships, traineeships, jobs and side jobs,
career events, and useful tips. At this moment, 1 out of 3 students does not use the Career
Portal, and less than half of the users are satisfied with the Career Portal. Therefore, Group
SAM wants to reform the Career Portal, so that students can find all information in at least one
place. This way, students would know where to start their career orientation and the
communication about it remains clear.
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Personal development
Soft-skill courses
In today's society, it is not only important to obtain a diploma, but also to acquire so-called
'soft skills, such as leadership, teamwork, negotiating, and planning. At the moment, mainly
associations play an important role in developing these skills. However, Student Party SAM
thinks that the university should play a more active role in this. Currently, the university offers
soft-skill courses, but these are hardly communicated to students and the information about
them is often outdated. Therefore, SAM wants to make sure that: The university communicates
better about the existence of the courses and the information on the courses is updated
regularly

Honors programs
Honors programs offer students the opportunity to broaden their knowledge of other disciplines
in addition to their regular study program. It is important to increase the number of honors
programs to offer students more opportunities for multidisciplinary development. The university
should be able to ensure that all undergraduate honors programs are accredited to ensure
quality. In addition, the university needs to provide better guidance to students when they want
to pursue an Honors program.

Recognition of your board year
SAM finds personal development both within and outside the curriculum important, for instance
by doing a board year. We believe the university can do more to make investing in your
personal development more attractive. A recognized certificate would give more recognition
to the investment students make on a personal and financial basis.

Tuition free board year
Student party SAM believes that student- and study associations are an essential part of
Tilburg University’s character and greatly contribute towards the student experience. We do not
want the boards of these associations to also carry the burden of paying their tuition fees
when they don’t follow the course. Therefore, we want a tuition-free board year for the
students that help Tilburg University in teaching and developing students.

Reintroduction to Tilburg University
The Covid-19 crisis has had a major impact on everyone. Particularly socially, some students
have had a tough time. It is therefore important that the university organizes and promotes
activities that make students feel mentally better. In particular, it is important that the students
who started at the university last year have a good reintroduction to the university in order to
have a better connection with fellow students, the university, and the city of Tilburg.
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Minimizing evening lectures as much as possible
It is not desirable for students, but also the teachers, to follow or give lectures in the evening.
Students have friends, sports clubs, or associations that they want to spend time with and we
believe this contact also contributes towards the development of students. Besides this, both
students and teachers will have worked an entire day already and cannot be expected to be
fully charged and able to keep their attention. This will lead to a fall in the quality of
education.

Guide internationals more closely to Dutch laws and regulations
International students have a lot to manage when they come to Tilburg to study. For example,
in the areas of insurance and housing, students have a lot to arrange. The university should
therefore offer better guidance to international students when they settle in Tilburg.
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Vote SAM if...
You want the highest quality of
education possible

You believe that your well-being
should be a top priority
You think that the growth of our university
should never hinder the students

You want to be fully prepared for
the labor market
You think that every student deserves
to be housed properly
You want a sustainable campus
for the future

You want to develop yourself next
to your studies
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